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Argumentation and Argumentative Writing; Human Problem Solving;
Development and Developmental Disabilities; School Improvement; Teacher
Education; Strategy Instruction; Technological Supports for Problem Solving.

GRANT AWARDS

(with B. Duch), University of Delaware, Technology-Supported Problem-Based
Learning in the Elementary teacher education program, 9/02-8/03, $18,200.00

(with C. MacArthur & C. Okolo), Eisenhower Professional Development Grant,
Integrating technology with standards-based instruction in social studies and
language arts in inclusive classrooms, 10/98-9/99, $21,500.00
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Development, 1979.
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Co-Editor: Journal of Special Education, 2002-2008.

Consulting Editor: Exceptional Children, 2003-2010.

Consulting Editor: Journal of Special Education, 2008-2010.
Consulting Editor: American Journal of Mental Deficiency, 1984-1988.
Program Committee: Jean Piaget Society, 1987-1989; 1991.

Field Reviewer: Elementary School Journal, Contemporary Educational
Psychology; Cognitive Development; Journal of Educational Psychology; Science
Education; American Journal of Mental Retardation; Review of Educational



Research; Intelligence; Research in Developmental Disabilities; Child
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American Institutes for Research
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Lewis, W.E., & Ferretti, R.P. (2011). Topoi and literary interpretation: The effects of a
critical reading and writing intervention on high school students’ analytic literary
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of skills by persons with mental retardation. Research in Developmental
Disabilities, 14, 189-205.

Ferretti, R.P., & Butterfield, E.C. (1992). Intelligence-related differences in the learning,
maintenance, and transfer of problem-solving strategies. Intelligence, 16, 207-
223.

Ferretti, R.P., & Cavalier, A.R (1991) Constraints on the problems solving of persons
with mental retardation. In N.W. Bray (Ed.), International Review of Research in
Mental Retardation (\Vol. 17). New York: Academic Press.

Ferretti, R. P. (1989). Problem solving and strategy production in mentally retarded
persons. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 10, 19-31.

Ferretti, R.P., & Butterfield, E.C. (1989). Intelligence as a correlate of children's
problem solving. American Journal on Mental Retardation, 93, 424-433.

Butterfield, E.C., & Ferretti, R.P. (1987). Toward a theoretical integration of cognitive
hypotheses about intellectual differences among children. In J.G. Borkowski &
J.D. Day (Eds.), Cognition in Special Children: Comparative Approaches to
Retardation, Learning Disabilities, and Giftedness. Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

Ferretti, R. P. & Bultterfield, E. C. (1986). Are children's rule-assessment classifications
invariant across instances of problem types? Child Development, 57, 1419-1428.

Ferretti R. P., Butterfield, E. C., Cahn, A., & Kerkman, D. (1985). The classification of
children's knowledge: Development on the balance-scale and inclined-plane tasks.
Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 39, 131-160.

Butterfield, E. C., & Ferretti, R. P. (1984). Some extensions of the instructional approach
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instruct self-management skills. In D. K. Detterman & R. J. Sternberg (Eds.),
How and how much can intelligence be increased. Norwood, NJ: Ablex.
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learning disabilities and their normally achieving peers. 2004 Pacific Coast
Research Conference, Coronado, CA.

Andrews-Weckerly, S., Ferretti, R.P, & Lewis, W.E. (2004). Determinants of the quality
of arguments written by students with and without learning disabilities. 2004
Pacific Coast Research Conference, Coronado, CA.

Lewis, W.E., Andrews-Weckerly, S., & Ferretti, R.P. (2004). The effects of genre-
specific goals on the structure of the written arguments of students with and
without learning disabilities. 2004 Pacific Coast Research Conference, Coronado,
CA.

MacArthur, C.A., Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C.M. (2002). Historical understanding and
reasoning in an inclusive classroom. 2004 Pacific Coast Research Conference,
Coronado, CA.

Okolo, C.M., Ferretti, R.P., & MacArthur, C.A (2003). Teaching for historical
understanding in a diverse classroom: A case study. 2003 Annual Meeting of the
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C.M. (2003). Dilemmas of teaching for historical understanding
in a middle school inclusive classroom. 2003 Pacific Coast Research Conference,
La Jolla, CA.

MacArthur, C.A., Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C.M. (2002). On defending controversial
viewpoints: Debates of sixth-graders about the desirability of early 20th century
American immigration. 2002 Pacific Coast Research Conference, La Jolla, CA.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A, & Okolo, C.M. (2001). Presumptive reasoning in the
social studies classroom: Debates by sixth -graders about controversial issues.
Council for Learning Disabilities, Charlotte, NC.

Ferretti, R. P., & Morocco, C. (2001). REACH research: Opportunities and challenges.
Office of Special Education Program’s Project Director’s Conference,
Washington, D.C.

MacArthur, C. A., Aguilar, C. M., Ferretti, R., & Okolo, C. (2001). Research to
accelerate content learning through high support for students with disabilities,
grades 4-8 (REACH). International Conference of the Learning Disabilities
Association of America, New York, NY.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A., & Okolo, C.M. (2001) Teaching for historical

understanding in inclusive classrooms. 2001 Pacific Coast Research Conference,
La Jolla, CA.

13



Ferretti, R.P. (2000). On the design of inclusive learning environments. Third European
Conference on Psychological Theory and Research on Mental Retardation,
Geneva, Switzerland.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A., & Okolo, C.M. (1999). Reflections on the
implementation of strategy-supported project-based learning in the social studies
(SSPBL). 1999 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research
Association, Montreal, Canada.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A., & Okolo, C.M. (1999). Achieving high standards for all
students: Multimedia projects in the social studies. Delaware Council for
Exceptional Children, Dover, DE.

Okolo, C.M., Ferretti, R.P., & MacArthur, C.A. (1999). Technology applications for
students with literacy problems. Office of Special Education Program’s Project
Director’s Conference, Washington, D.C.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A., Okolo, C.M. (1999). Strategy-supported project-based
learning in the social studies for students with disabilities. Office of Special
Education Program’s Project Director’s Conference, Washington, D.C.

Ferretti, R.P. (1999). Presumptions, fallacies, and development of argumentative
thinking. School of Education, University of Delaware, Newark, DE.

Ferretti, R.P. (1998). Presumptive reasoning and the development of argumentative
thinking. Department of Developmental, Social, and Educational Psychology,
University of Padova, Padova, ltaly.

Ferretti, R.P. (1998). Perspectives about the development of argumentative thinking.
Department of Developmental, Social, and Educational Psychology, University of
Rome, Rome, Italy.

MacArthur, C.A., & Ferretti, R.P. (1998) The effects of elaborated goals on the
argumentative writing of students with learning disabilities and their normally
achieving peers. 1998 Pacific Coast Research Conference, La Jolla, CA.

Okolo, C.M., & Ferretti, R.P. (1998). Multimedia design projects in the social studies:
The process of discussion versus the products of construction. 1998 Pacific Coast
Research Conference, La Jolla, CA.

Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C.M. (1997). Designing multimedia projects in the social
studies: Effects on students’ content knowledge and attitudes. 1997 Annual
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Dowdy, N.S., & Ferretti, R.P. (1997). Evidence in argumentative writing. 1997 Annual
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

14



MacArthur, C.A., & Ferretti, R.P. (1997). The effects of explicit goals on the
argumentative writing of students with learning disabilities and their normally
achieving peers. 1997 Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research
Association, Chicago, IL.

Okolo, C.M., & Ferretti, R.P. (1997). Multimedia design projects in inclusive
classrooms: Their impact on knowledge, attitudes, and group interaction. 1997
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Okolo, C.M., & Ferretti, R.P. (1997). Beyond the textbook: Multimedia design projects
in inclusive social studies classrooms. 1997 Annual Meeting of the Council for
Exceptional Children, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Okolo, C.M., & Ferretti, R.P. (1997). Multimedia design projects in the social studies.
Technology, Media, & Materials Program, Cross Project Meeting, Office of
Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Washington, D.C.

Okolo. C.M., Cavalier, A.R., Ferretti, R.P., & MacArthur, C.M (1997). Past and future
of TMM Programs. U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education
Programs, Technology, Media, and Materials Cross-Project Meeting, Washington,
D.C.

Okolo, C.M., & Ferretti, R.P. (1996). Impact of multimedia projects on the knowledge,
attitudes, and collaboration of students in inclusive settings. Office of Special
Education Project Director’s Meeting, Washington, D.C.

Ferretti, R. P. & Okolo, C.M. (1996). Arguing about controversial issues: Multimedia
design projects in the social studies. Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, New Orleans, LA.

Ferretti, R.P., MacArthur, C.A., & Dowdy, N.S. (1996). The argumentative writing of
normally achieving and learning disabled students: A comparative analysis.
Twenty ninth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities, Gatlinburg, TN.

Ferretti, R. P. & Okolo, C.M. (1995). Arguing about controversial issues: Multimedia
design projects in the social studies. National School Board Association’s Annual
Technology and Learning Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Ferretti, R.P. & Okolo, C.M. (1995). Children and knowledge construction:

Perspectives on multimedia projects in the social studies. TAM Annual
Conference on Special Education Technology, Orlando, FL.

15



Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C.M. (1995). Multimedia design projects in the social studies.
The Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education’s Second Annual Conference
on Instructional Technology, Washington, D.C.

Cavalier, A.R., & Ferretti, R.P. (1994). Cognitive prosthetic aids that facilitate
independence in students with severe learning disabilities and mental retardation.
Presented at the Canadian Congress ‘94 Conference, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

Okolo, C., & Ferretti, R.P. (1994). Multimedia project-based learning in a social studies
classroom for students with mild disabilities. Technology and Media Division,
The Council for Exceptional Children, St. Paul, MN.

Ferretti, R.P., & Okolo, C. (1993). Children and Knowledge design: Perspectives on
multimedia design projects in the social studies. Technology and Media Division,
The Council for Exceptional Children, Cromwell, CT.

Ferretti, R.P. (1992). Intelligence-related differences in divided attention on a computer
based reasoning task. Technology and Media Division, The Council for
Exceptional Children, Albuquerque, NM.

Ferretti, R.P. (1991). Interactive multimedia research questions: Results from the
Delphi study. Multimedia Technology Seminar, Center for Special Education
Technology, The Council for Exceptional Children, Washington, D.C.

Ferretti, R.P. (1991). Can mentally retarded children monitor their memories? Twenty
fourth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities, Key Biscayne, FL.

Ferretti, R.P. (1990). Problem Solving and strategy production in persons with mental
retardation. Dean’s Dinner Colloquium Series, University of Delaware, Newark,
DE.

Ferretti, R.P. (1990). Capacity limitations in the transitive reasoning of intellectually
gifted, average, and mentally retarded children. Twenty third Annual Gatlinburg
Conference on Research in Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities,
Brainerd, MN.

Mineo, B., Cavalier, A.R., & Ferretti, R.P. (1989). From theory to practice: Translating
research on cognitive processing into classroom applications, Center for Research
and Evaluation of Applied Technology in Education, University of Delaware,
Newark, DE.

Ferretti, R.P. (1987). Children's Scientific Thinking, Department of Psychology,
University of Delaware, Newark, DE.

16



Ferretti, R. P. (1986). Diagnosing Children's Knowledge, Department of Psychology,
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ.

Ferretti, R. P., Steward, E., & Wenger, R. N. (1986). Memory Monitoring in Mentally
Retarded Persons. One Hundred and Tenth Annual Meeting of the American
Association on Mental Deficiency, Denver, CO.

Ferretti, R. P. (1986). Chairman of Symposium: Education and Instruction, Nineteenth
Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation, Gatlinburg,
TN.

Ferretti, R.P. (1986). Trace mechanisms underlying the feeling-of-knowing experience.
Center for Research and Evaluation of Applied Technology in Education,
University of Delaware, Newark, DE.

Ferretti, R. P., & Butterfield, E. C. (1985). The effects of self-management training on
the efficiency and generalizability of problem solving of gifted and mentally
retarded children. Eighteenth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in
Mental Retardation, Gatlinburg, TN.

Ferretti, R. P., & Butterfield, E. C. (1983). Testing the logic of instructional studies.
Sixteenth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation,
Gatlinburg TN.

Ferretti, R. P. (1982). The classification of children's knowledge: Implications for
instruction. Fifteenth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental
Retardation, Gatlinburg, TN.

Ferretti, R. P., Kerkman, D., & Butterfield, E. C. (1982). The development acquisition,
and transfer of isomorphic algorithms in six- to ten-year-old children.
Southwestern Society for Research in Human Development, Galveston, TX.

Butterfield, E. C., & Ferretti, R. C. (1980). Toward instructing problem solving: The
cases of balance beam and series completion. NICHHD/Vanderbilt Conference on
Learning, Cognition, and Mental Retardation, Nashville, TN.

Ferretti, R. P. (1980). Chairman of Symposium: Problem Solving and Intelligence,
Thirteenth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation,
Gatlinburg, TN.

Butterfield, E. C., Belmont, J. M., & Ferretti, R. P. (1979). Instruction techniques that

produce generalized improvements in cognition. Twelfth Annual Gatlinburg
Conference on Research in Mental Retardation, Gulf Shores, AL.

17



Ferretti, R. P. (1979). An analysis of passive memory in normal and mentally retarded
persons. Twelfth Annual Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental
Retardation, Gulf Shores, AL.

Ferretti, R. P. (1978). Comment on: Belmont, J. M. & Borkowski, J. G. Instructing
retarded children on two examples of a memory method (vs. only one) improves
maintenance and generalization of that method. Eleventh Annual Gatlinburg
Conference on Research in Mental Retardation, Gatlinburg, TN.

Ferretti, R. P., & Cavalier, A. R. (1977). The suppression of stereotyped and self-

injurious behaviors and collateral effects. Tenth Annual Gatlinburg Conference
on Research and Mental Retardation, Gatlinburg, TN.

18



